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One of The New York Times Book Review's Ten Best Books of 2015 and a NYT Bestseller Widely

acclaimed as a masterpiece, Ã…sne Seierstadâ€™s One of Us is essential reading for a time when

mass killings are so grimly frequent.On July 22, 2011, Anders Behring Breivik detonated a bomb

outside the Norwegian prime minister's office in central Oslo, killing eight people. He then

proceeded to a youth camp on the wooded island of UtÃ¸ya, where he killed sixty-nine more, most

of them teenage members of the country's governing Labour Party. In One of Us, the journalist

Ã…sne Seierstad tells the story of this terrible day and its reverberations. How did Breivik, a gifted

child from an affluent neighborhood in Oslo, become Europe's most reviled terrorist? How did he

accomplish an astonishing one-man murder spree? And how did a famously peaceful and

prosperous country cope with the slaughter of so many of its young?As in her international

bestseller The Bookseller of Kabul, Seierstad excels at the vivid portraiture of lives under stress.

She delves deep into Breivik's childhood, showing how a hip-hop and graffiti aficionado became a

right-wing activist, a successful entrepreneur, and then an Internet game addict and self-styled

master warrior who believed he could save Europe from the threat of Islam and multiculturalism.

She writes with equal intimacy about Breivik's victims, tracing their political awakenings, teenage

flirtations and hopes, and ill-fated journeys to the island. By the time Seierstad reaches UtÃ¸ya and

relates what happened there, we know both the killer and those he will kill. In the book's final act,

Seierstad describes Breivik's tumultuous public trial. As Breivik took the stand and articulated his

ideas, an entire country debated whether he should be deemed insane, and asked why a

devastating sequence of police errors allowed one man to do so much harm.One of Us is at once a

psychological study of violent extremism, a dramatic true crime procedural, and a compassionate

inquiry into how a privileged society copes with homegrown evil. Lauded in Scandinavia for its

literary merit and moral poise, One of Us is the true story of one of our age's most tragic events.
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July 22 2011 afternoon, Oslo, raining. Anders Breivik parks a car in the centre. It is a bomb. The

bomb explodes at 15.25. He is already on his way to a little island called Utoya. It sits in the fjord

outside the capital. It is hosting a youth festival. He lands at 17. 07. The killing begins. At 18.27 it is

finished. 77 people are dead.How do you write about that afternoon? What kind of a book can deal

with such outrage?First, the title. The killer is not the One of Us. One of Us refers specifically to

Bano Rashid killed on Utoya. A refugee from Iraq she came to Norway and wanted to belong to be

One of Us. This book is really about her and so many others,The author does deal with the life of

Breivik. She reports the details that she was able to verify. She does not argue a particular

motivation for his act. Different factors are brought out â€“ no single one is highlighted, though many

and all may have contributed.Interwoven with this are life stories, all too short, of those who really

mattered on that day, â€œthe beating heart at the centre of the caseâ€• in her words. Contrasts are

drawn sharply between them and the man who defiled them. Simon Saebo, a natural leader,

attended national Labour Congress at 15 years of age. Bano, born in Kurdistan, heart in Norway,

adored by her little sister, Kara. Jon Lervag, a spring in his step because he has learnt that his wife

is expecting, their first - the spring that brings alongside the car at the very moment.This is what the

book is about â€“ loss and loss and loss 77 times over. So we feel it.The author describes in cold,

chilling prose just what this man did. The sentences are short . They chronicle his steps back and

forth on the tiny island hunting down his terrorized victims.
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